
To boldly move	to
where

everyone cycles

William	Nederpelt

Board	member	international	desk	
Fietsersbond



Expertise about:
> Hardware
> Software
> Orgware

Representing:
> Public partners
> Private partners
> Knowledge institutes
> Civil society

What:
> Cycling inclusive 

mobility
> Independent
> Non-profit



Fact:
Every	city can be a	bicycle
friendly city..



Ruth	Oldenziel:

Every	city	can be a	bicycle
friendly city	as	long	as	they have	
a	persistant civil society	active in	
cycling



If you plan	for
cars &	traffic	
you get…



If you plan	for
people and places,

you get…



In	the 70’s	we	moved in	Dutch	
cities like	in	any other car
oriented country…







It	took 40	years of	hard	work
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1950 –1975:

- Suburbanisation
- Car use
- Transport policy
- Old fashioned

Development in time

02-05-17



…and	still	counting..;-)





Support









We’ve	come	a	long	way

• Founded	because	the	car	
threatened	to	oust	the	bicycle	out	
of	traffic.

• Classic	advocacy	organisation
• Now:	37.000	km	of	cycle	paths
• Better	traffic	rules
• Infrastructure	has	never	been	
better!



Dutch	context:	safety	by	numbers

Swiss	Delegation	in	the	Netherlands
02-05-17



Explanations	for	high	Dutch	cycling	levels

• Geography
• Climate
• Compact	cities
• A	egalitarian,	protestant	culture
• Strong	and	sustained	cycling	policies	and	advocacy	from	the	seventies	
on



…but	we	are	no	Dutch...



1980,	Amsterdam



Present,	everywhere



Sequence	of	cycling	strategy	efforts

www.ecf.com



Fietsersbond	now

• Mission:	more	and better facilities for cyclists
• Through	advocacy,	consumerinfo and services	like	cycling school	and,	
routeplanner

• 1500	volunteers,	150	local groups ,	1	central office
• 25	employees
• Annual	budget:	€2.200.000	(membership	fees,	government	subsidies,	
sponsoring)

• A	trusted	partner	for	cyclists	and	authorities	at	international,	
national,	provincial	and	local	level

• Incubator	(research	is	now	an	university	issue).	



#1:	The	cycling city competition



Fietsbalans	=	Bicycle	Balance

• A	long	term	benchmarking	project	funded by the Ministry of	Transport
• The	Dutch	Cyclists	Union	and	the	local	Administration	work	together
• The	invoke of	the cyclist
• Special	focus	on	reliability of	information
• Special focus	on	publicity



Bicycle	balans	(2000—2012):	
Assessment	on	ten	dimensions

directness

comfort (obstruction)

comfort (road

surface)

attractiveness

competitiveness 

bicycle use

road safety of cyclists

urban density

cyclists satisfaction

policy on paper



The	Measuring	Bike





#2:	The	bicycle advisor



Fietsersbond	gives	advice	on

• Local	infrastructure	and	networks,	construction	and	maintenace
• Bicycle	parking,	especially	near	train	stations
• Bicycle	theft
• Safety	issues
• All	sorts	of	campaigns	and	products





#1:	The	cycling city competition









#3:	The	bicycle incubator





Cycling	Without	Age







Fiets	Telweek



Lobby	strategy upcoming elections



Lobby-chessboard

Input	for national
elections spring	2017	
(party	programmes,	
maybe coalition
negotiations)

Agenda	for National	
Water	and Road	
Authority

Participation in	six groups for bicycle agenda	
2020	by Tour	de	Force	(ministry,	provincial
federation,	city federation,	water	authorities)

Agreement	on	bicycle
parking	train	stations	
(investment	and exploitation)

Huge	coalition 28	parties investment	for
infrastructure

Discussions with ministry
on	national bicycle agenda

Building	a	broad coalition for municipal
elections 2018	for livable cities






